Our task yet remains... 
continue in the faith .. . 
that these might not 


have died 
in vain. 
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There is apparently no record of the origin of 
Memorial Day, either location or date. Tradition has 
it that May 30 was observed by some Southern 
women during the Civil War who decorated soldiers’ 
graves honoring both the dead of the Union and 
Confederate Armies. 

The Grand Army of the Republic, an organization 
of Union veterans after the war between the States, 
was in charge of Memorial Day celebrations in the 
Northern States for many years. Their commander 
in chief, Major General John A. Logan, in 1868 
named May 30 as a special day for remembering and 
honoring those who had given their lives during 
those tragic days of the Civil War. It became a legal 
holiday in 1971. 

Since those horrible war years when brothers 
fought against brothers and countrymen against 
countrymen, the United States of America has en- 
gaged in other conflicts; the Spanish-American War, 
World Wars I and II, the Korean Police Action and 
the Vietnam holocaust. Hundreds of thousands of 
U.S. citizens laid down their lives in these wars in 
behalf of freedom for all men, and peace in our 
nation and world. 


It is ours to determine that our honored dead of 
wars gone by will not be forgotten and will be 
remembered for more than the two or three minutes 


during an appropriate prayer, or the time spent 


listening to a brief, poignant service. The mistake is 
often made to consider Memorial Day a commem- 
oration of an ending, a final task completed. These 
departed loved ones and friends have paid their just 
dues and have “finished their shift” with no further 
effort necessary. However, the Day does not bring 
down the final curtain; our task yet remains. Like the 
martyrs of history recorded in the book of Hebrews, 
“that they without us should not be made perfect,” we 
must labor, too, for our task is not finished. 

War is primarily the result of greed, hate and 
pride. These are Satanic characteristics that can only 
be driven out of men by divine authority through 
Spirit-filled people. God has commissioned His peo- 
ple to project His peace, and aggressively, yet 
lovingly, extend His grace and delivering power to 
the world. 

Let us resolve with Abraham Lincoln that “these 
dead shall not have died in vain; that the nation shall 
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.” 


By Dr. William Mouer 
Chairman, Foursquare 
Chaplaincy Committee 


In commemoration of their re- 
cent birthdays, President and Mrs. 
Rolf K. McPherson were honored in 
an Angelus Temple Sunday evening 
service held March 19. Dr. McPher- 
son’s life, from early childhood to 
the present, was the feature of the 
monthly “Portraits of Love” media 
presentation. Mrs. McPherson 
shared her personal testimony and 
delivered the evening message. 


“Tell Them” is the theme of the 
new television program produced 
by the Arcadia, Ca. Foursquare 
Church. Aired on Cable Vision-8 in 
Long Beach, Ca. at 5 and 10 p.m. 
Sunday evenings, it is also seen in 
Penryn, Ca. 

Pastor and Mrs. Paul McEachern 
celebrated 25 years of pastoring in 
the El Paso, Tx. Foursquare Church. 

The Dedication Service of the 
newly enlarged sanctuary of the 
Henderson, Nv. Foursquare Church 
was held recently. The Palm Springs, 
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Ca. Foursquare Church held the first 
service in its new sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday with over 950 in at- 
tendance. 

Bible College Commencement 
services for L.I.FE. in Los Angeles, 
Ca. and Mount Vernon in Oh. will 
be held May 19 and 22, respectively. 
Rev. Chuck Smith. alumnus of 
L.I.F.E. and pastor of Calvary Chapel 
in Costa Mesa, Ca., will be L.I.F.E.’s 
Commencement speaker. President 
McPherson will participate in 
Mount Vernon’s Commencement 
exercises. He will also be present for 
L.LF.E.’s Orientation of graduating 
students, held May 15. Drs. M. E. 
Nicholls and Leland Edwards will 
participate in Mount Vernon’s Ori- 
entation on May 23. 

President McPherson partici- 
pated in the annual Spring Spiritual 
Conference held by the Trinity Four- 
square Church of Artesia, Ca. For- 
merly the Lynwood Foursquare 
Church, this congregation has re- 


cently relocated in Artesia. Dr. 
McPherson was present for the cor- 
nerstone ceremony and the dedica- 
tion of the new sanctuary. He also 
participated in the Dedication Ser- 
vice of the Second Foursquare 
Church of Bakersfield, Ca. on April 
30. 

The Mansfield, Oh. Foursquare 
Church also relocated, recently. Re- 
ceived into affiliation with the Four- 
square Organization is the Anchor- 
ville, Mi. Church, reports Supervisor 
L. T. Charter. 


The United Foursquare Women — 


of the Southwest and Southern Cal- 
ifornia Districts will gather at Camp 
Cedar Crest during the months of 
May and June for their annual 3-day 
retreats. cy 
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inside our Foursquare family: 


‘COMMUNITY CONCERN: 
Ministry to the Military 
Twenty-nine Palms, California 

Oasis Community Foursquare 
Church, located in Twenty-nine 
Palms, Ca. has a distinct ministry to 
the servicemen and women at the 
local Marine Corps Base, the 
largest Marine base in the world. It 
is estimated that over half of the 
people that attend Oasis 
Foursquare Church are either active 
duty or retired Marines and their 
families. 


SERENTER . a 


Pastor Rick Gilmore is a man 
committed to “‘building people in 
Jesus.”’ It is apropos that Oasis 
Foursquare Church is located in the 
heart of the Mojave Desert, for out 
of this ‘‘oasis’”’ in the wilderness is 
flowing “rivers of living water’’ (Jn. 
7:38). These rivers bring life 
through Christ which prove a 
refreshing balm for weary hearts 
and broken spirits. 

Another branch of the ministry of 
Oasis Church is the Hi-Desert 
Servicemen’s Center, ministering to 
the needs of the Military. The center 
was conceived and started by 
another Foursquare minister, Rev. 
Thomas L. Head, who is also a 
member of Oasis Church. Marines 
find a haven at the Servicemen’s 
Center where they can relax ina 
homey atmosphere with television, 
a well-stocked library, game room 
‘and refreshments available to them. 
But most important of all, it is a 
place where they can meet Jesus. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Luginbill, 
members of Oasis Church on leave 
of absence, are ministering to the 
needs of servicemen in Okinawa, 
Japan. These ‘‘Emissaries of love’’ 
are sharing Jesus with the hurt and 
brokenhearted of Okinawa. Some of 
these men have found Christ as 
their personal Savior, while others 
have rededicated their lives to Him. 
Presently, there are three Marines 
attending Oasis Church who were 


Ree 


Board of Directors, Servicemen’s Center. 


introduced to this assembly in 
Okinawa, Japan. 

In this barren wasteland, it is a 
privilege to plant seeds and watch 
servicemen and women bloom and 
grow in the love of Jesus. 


CHURCH: 
Bible Conference 
Prescott, Arizona 

A four-day Bible Conference was 
held in the Prescott, Az, Foursquare 
Church with delegates from five 
states and Sonora, Mexico 
attending. Over the past six years, 
revival fires from the Prescott 
Church have resulted in workers 
being sent from this church body to 
pioneer over 20 Foursquare 
churches and fill the pastorates of 
others. 

Conference speakers included: 
District Supervisor John Holland; 
Host Pastor Wayman Mitchell; 


| Evangelist Al Furry; and Pastors 


Greg Johnson, Jack Harris, Ron 
Burrell and Ernie Lister. 

Highlight of the conference was 
the report, shared by Rev. Ron 
Burrell, of evangelistic meetings 
held in Australia where great 
victories were realized. As a result 
of this report, funds were raised to 
send the musical team, ‘“‘Eden,”’ 
through Foursquare Missions, to 
Australia to conduct concerts and 
evangelistic rallies. 


The final service of the 
conference was one of great victory 
with many workers receiving the 
“laying on of hands,” which was 
accompanied by an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. Pastors and 
delegates were sent home with a 
renewed vision for the lost. 

Purpose of this Bi-annual 
Conference is to develop the 
pastors and workers in the ministry 
of world-wide evangelism. Results 
have been so dramatic that a new 
day of ministry in the Foursquare 
Church of the State of Arizona has 
been reached. 


“Sunshine Farm” 
Sends Happy Beams 
To Children 

“Sunshine Farm,’’ a new 
television series for children is now 
airing over a California UHF 
television station—Trinity 
Broadcasting Network, Channel 40 
in Orange County, Ca. April 1, 1978 
at 9 a.m. marked the birth of this 
effort which provides wholesome 
Christian programming for children. 


The 12-program series is 
designed to introduce Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Friend, teach children 
God’s Word, and promote the 
importance of everyday Christian 
living. 

Many appealing activities geared 
to children are included in the 30- 
minute program. ‘‘Miss Mary Lou 
Canata,’’ Children’s Ministries 
Director, serves as hostess and is 
assisted by a cast and crew of 13 
members. 


On the program, ‘‘Miss Mary 
Lou” is found on her farm with a 
group of boys and girls who have 
gathered together for their weekday 
Bible Club. Various methods, ideas 
and activities used to teach the 
children also serve to provide 
wholesome entertainment. 

Farmer Ross (Ross Shryock) 
communicates to all deaf viewers by 
using sign language. 

Plans are now being laid for the 
syndication of the 13 video cassette 
tapes throughout the U.S. and 
possibly two other English-speaking 
countries. 

The production of this series was 
made possible by the United 
Foursquare Women's and Council 
of Foursquare Men’s groups of the 
Southern California District, the 
National Department of Youth and 
Christian Education, Angelus 
Temple, the Harris Transportation 
Company of Victorville, Ca. and 
many concerned Christians and 
friends. cy 
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By Anita Faulkner 


A Great- 
Grandmother Who 
Knows the Art of 
Prayer 


To the 
Third 
Generation: 


Above: Ruby at age 18. 
Below: Mrs. Faulkner with 
her late husband, George; 
Neighborhood children in 
East Compton who were the 
beginnings of a Foursquare 
church. 


A little grandmother with snow-white hair 
sits listening to Radio Station KFSG, her 
daily companion. She rejoices as she hears 
the news of God’s workings in the Four- 
square family around the world, for her life 
has revolved around that family and its work. 

She prays, and Grandmother Faulkner’s 
prayers reach out in many directions—out to 
the country of Brazil where her oldest son, 
George Russell, supervises the Foursquare 
churches; then to San Luis Obispo, California 
where her second son, La Verne, is a busi- 
nessman and Council member at the local 
Foursquare church; and to Yucaipa, where 
Kenneth, her youngest, pastors the Four- 
square church, and where she now lives. 
Precious memories flood in for a moment as 
[A¥ she remembers her only daughter, Evelyn, a 

m L.I.F.E. Bible College graduate and minister, 
who went to be with Jesus in 1960. 

Her memories then go further back to the 
m time when as a ten year old girl she accepted 
pe the Lord in a revival meeting and shortly 
“84 after was baptized in the Pacific Ocean at 
‘* Newport. She smiles as she thinks of the first 
. meal she and her bridegroom, George Faulk- 


| y, ner, shared after their marriage in 1911, for it. 


4 was followed by their first family altar. She 
~ feels strongly that it was this consistent fam- 
_ ily prayer time that influenced her family of 
. four children and later 12 grandchildren to 
- accept Christ as their personal Savior. Today 
all are serving Him in various capacities. 
, Ruby Faulkner remembers that as a young 
* mother she had the joy, for many years, of 
(“= teaching and superintending in the Junior 
High Sunday School Department of her 
church. It all began when George and Ruby 


ik is built a lovely new home in East Compton, 


California. Ruby began to see many families 
moving into the area, and her heart reached 
out to the many children who were not re- 
ceiving any spiritual training. The boys and 
girls, most with unsaved parents, lived too far 


rT 


people: 


from the church to walk to Sunday School, 
and the Faulkners could not get them all in 
their car. She began to pray for God to opena 
door for these children. 

God answered her prayers and Mark Kep- 
ple Elementary School was made available to 
them for a 3 p.m. Sunday School. Riding their 
bicycles, the Faulkner boys spread the adver- 
tisements of the Sunday School all through 
the area. 

This Sunday School continued for a year. 
When a move was necessary, the family gave 
a nearby lot and moved two bungalows, | 
which they obtained, onto the property. The 
bungalows were remodeled and became the 
East Compton Foursquare Church (presently 
the Paramount Foursquare Church). Ruby 
superintended this work for six years with no 
resident pastor. 


She thinks of carefully listening to Sister 
McPherson’s teachings on the radio which | 
included prayer for the sick and the Bible 
pattern of anointing with oil. She carefully 
followed these instructions in ministering to 
her neighbors in East Compton. 

But Grandmother Faulkner isn’t through 
praying. She rejoices in God’s varied work- 
ings in the lives of her grandchildren. Janet 
Cade, her first, is presently the choir director 
at the Florence Avenue, California Four- 
square Church. 

Then there’s Joyce Nix with her piano and 
organ, and George Paul who attends Angelus 
Temple. Ruby Cole is the Foursquare pastor’s 
wife at Clovis, California, and Edith Rugg has 
an exciting women’s home ministry in IIli- 
nois. Mike, a businessman, is a worker at the 
Foursquare church in Cerritos, California. 
Alisa Curtis assists her husband, Gary, at 
L.I.F.E. Bible College, and Paul, another busi- 
nessman, lives in Washington. 

She’s praying, also, for the other grand- 
children—Connie Teffeteller who ministers 
in music and television work in the Decatur, 
Illinois Foursquare Church; Larry in his Fam- 
ily Counselling Center in La Crescenta; and 
Myrna Jean and Bryce. And she doesn’t forget 
her 25 great-grandchildren. Mike Faulkner 
voices the feelings of the grandchildren when 
he says, “Norma and I know we can count on 
Grandma’s prayers. We are confident she is 
touching God for us!” 

Tears are often on Grandmother Faulk- 
ner’s cheeks—tears of joy that the power of 
prayer never fails; tears of thanksgiving for 
the precious memories of a family brought up 
around a family altar hearing Daddy pray 
and read the Scriptures; and tears of praise 
for the hand of the Lord, in love, directing the 
family and using their yielded lives in such a 
variety of ways for His glory. 


Forty-Eight Years of Keeping the 


Home Fires Glowing For a Far-Flung | 


Spiritual Family | 


Rearing Children of Promise 


“Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that , 
didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the 


married wife, saith the Lord” (Isaiah 54:1). 


The congregation of the Upland, California 
Foursquare Church honored its pastor, Rev- 
erend Vivian Twyford, in the church services 
on a recent Sunday, upon her completion of 
48 years of ministry. This day also marked 
her retirement from pastoral ministry. A 
lovely Appreciation Dinner was held in the 
afternoon at which time words of apprecia- 
tion for a lifetime of faithful ministry were 
expressed by fellow-ministers, laymen and 
friends. 

The daughter of a Methodist minister, Viv- 
ian Twyford accepted Christ as her Savior at 
the altar in her father’s church in Joplin, 
Missouri. Later, in one of Aimee Semple 
McPherson’s meetings in Des Moines, Iowa, 
Miss Twyford answered the call to the minis- 
try and, soon after, enrolled in L.I.F.E. Bible 
College in Los Angeles, California. 

Vivian Twyford and her fiancé made plans 
to marry upon the completion of her Bible 
College training. However, God had other 
plans, and instead of marriage and entering 
the ministry with a husband, God led her in 
another direction and sent her, alone, into 
His “harvest field’. God would use this 
“handmaiden” in a special way to give birth 
to a ‘spiritual family” over the next 48 years. 


Following graduation, Reverend Twyford 


evangelized in the States of New York and 


Indiana. She was then led by God to Concor- 
dia, Kansas where she pioneered a Four- 
square church and served as its pastor for 
nine years. From 1941 to 1952, Sister Twyford 
served as pastor of the Eagle Rock, California 
Foursquare Church and during this period 
she received her Bachelor of Theology degree 
from L.I.F.E. Bible College from which she 
graduated in 1931. Miss Twyford was also a 
graduate of Creston Junior College. 

Responding, again, to God’s leading, Rev- 
erend Twyford accepted the pastorate of the 
Stockton, California Foursquare Church 
where she served for 14 years. While in 
Stockton, she was a member of a Ladies 
Gospel Team that ministered in Central and 
South America for several months. 


Sister Twyford’s fourth and final pastorate 
was in the Upland, California Foursquare 
Church. As in previous pastorates, God 
blessed and spiritual growth was realized 
with converts added to the church. In order 
to accommodate the increase in attendance, 
she led this congregation in five different 
building programs. Reverend Twyford was 
involved in a building program in each of the 
churches she pastored. 


At the Appreciation Dinner, a lovely 
plaque, expressing appreciation for a lifetime 
of dedicated and loyal ministry from the 
Board of Directors of the International 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel, was pre- 
sented to Reverend Twyford by General Su- 
pervisor M. E. Nicholls. Representatives from 
each of the four churches which she pastored 
were also present and expressed words of 
appreciation. Her present District Super- 
visor, Reverend John Holland, and past Su- 
pervisors, Drs. and Mmes Earl! W. Dorrance, 
Nathaniel Van Cleave and Harold Jefferies, 
also participated in expressions of apprecia- 
tion. 

The versatile ministry of Sister Twyford 
touched many areas of church life which 
included: Speaker at church camps; Divi- 
sional Superintendent; Membership Chair- 
man of the United Foursquare Women of the 
Southwest District; member of several De- 
nominational committees; and delegate to 
the Seventh World Pentecostal Conference 
in Helsinki, Finland in 1962. 


Although Reverend Twyford never filled 
the role of a mother, in the physical sense of 
the word, she did, however, serve as a ‘‘spir- 
itual mother” to young and old alike in her 
lifetime of ministry. 

In Sister Twyford’s pastoral ministry of 
nearly 50 years, one cannot help but wonder 
how she was able to fulfill, alone, this high 
call of God upon her life. Reverend Twy- 
ford’s secret is in the advice given to her by 
her godly mother, “Keep your eyes on the 
Lord.” cy 
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Choirs are valid, 
not for 
entertainment 
or to fulfill 

the precedent 


11% 


had a choir” 


but to minister, 
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Music in the Church: ‘ y 


How In 


Tuned Are We? 


Currently we hear issues raised, “What 
about this rock music with Gospel lyrics?” 
or, “Why do we have to sing these Scripture 
songs?” And some would say, “That song 
sounds too worldly.” These questions are not 
being asked now for the first time. Though 
the terms and context may differ, each gener- 
ation has been confronted with the need for 
“musical flexibility”. 

An early example is when a young minis- 
terial candidate named John Tufts began to 
teach worshippers a “new” way of singing 
Psalm tunes. It was customary at that time 
(1715) for everyone to sing without regard for 
the time and pitch of others. Tufts’ method 
was to sing so that the time and pitch were 
the same for all participants. He had the 
conviction that great benefit comes from lift- 
ing voices “together” in praise to God. 
Hardly a new idea to_us, but the source of 
great controversy among our Founding Fa- 
thers. In fact, one poor soul was burned at 
the stake for his introduction of congrega- 
tional singing. 

Isaac Watts, often called the father of 
English hymnody, found real resistance to 
his writing of “new” music which was born 
out of his discontentment with the singing of 
Psalms, exclusively. Watts’ contribution to 
our musical heritage includes hymns like, 
“Jesus Shall Reign” and “Joy to the World.” 

Charles Wesley’s writings were criticized 
as being “too worldly,” and when Dwight L. 
Moody and Ira Sankey introduced songs of 
Christian testimony with lilting, catchy mel- 
odies, a prominent clergyman urged them to 
“stop before they had all the people danc- 
ing.” 

Without question, we are rich in both a 
wealth of great musical tradition and the 
blessing of the Lord’s deposit of creativity in 
our lives. A people who are continually being 
changed into the image of the Lord Jesus will 
discover a creative release in the expression 
of their musical experience. That has to 
mean a willingness to “bend, but not break,” 
and to resist being threatened by that which 
is new and unfamiliar. 


—By John Wold 
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HOW HAS THE TREND OF MUSIC IN OUR 
CHURCHES CHANGED OVER THE PAST 
10 YEARS? 


Horner: In my own church, which has a wide 
spectrum of ages, the trend has been to be- 
come more open to different styles of Gospel 
music. Our people are now enjoying the 
contemporary sounds of Ralph Carmichael, 
the soul music of Andrae Crouch, and the 
heart-touching compositions of the Gaithers. 
Anderson: So many of the songs that are 
being written speak strongly to the needs of 
people in a way in which anyone can under- 
stand. Much of the music has a strong Bibli- 
cal and theological foundation, but is written 
in everyday language and ministers to people 
“right where they live.” 


Gerber: I believe the key word is freedom; 
freedom in worship! There is a gentle move of 
the Hely Spirit flowing through our churches, 
and through it we are experiencing freedom 
in ourselves which has brought on a definite 
change in music. Compared to the day when 
we sang three hymns and a chorus, we are 
seeing a variety of music that also depicts the 
release which we are experiencing. 


WHAT IS THE CURRENT ROLE OF SCRIP- 
TURE CHORUSES IN OUR CHURCHES? 

Wold: Without question its role is vitally 
significant. Many are experiencing new di- 
mensions of participation in praise and wor- 
ship through the singing of Scripture. Sec- 
ondly, as music is an instrument of teaching 
and instruction, the church is gaining new 


strength at foundational levels as we sing 
together and learn the truth of God's Word. 
Anderson: Obviously, they are being used a 
lot and consequently many of them are not 
only being a real blessing in worship, but are 
- also helping many people memorize Scrip- 
ture who would not, otherwise, do so. 

It is my personal belief, however, that too 

many people who are not gifted in that area 
are trying to set Scripture to music and are 
making up some tunes that are very ‘“un- 
singable”’ for congregational singing. I would 
like to see songwriting left to those people 
whom the Lord has so gifted and not assume 
that because it has scriptural words it is 
automatically good. Perhaps it would be well 
for some people to just use their tunes for 
their own personal worship and edification, 
unless God would definitely direct them to do 
otherwise. 
Horner: Scripture choruses are being widely 
used in our churches. In some, almost exclu- 
sive of anything else. They certainly aid in 
implanting the Word into our hearts and 
lifting our spirits to God in scriptural wor- 
ship. Because they are of simple melody and 
easily learned, an entire congregation is able 
to participate in just a short time. We use 
them extensively, but not to the exclusion of 
the old hymns and Gospel songs. 


WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE CHOIR AND 
SPECIAL MUSIC IN THE CHURCH TO- 
DAY? 

Wold: The place of a choir and other special 
music in the church will always be valid 
providing that it is an expression of ministry 
and not just entertainment, or simply fulfill- 
ing a precedent, “We've always had a choir.” 
If the congregation allows its worshipping to 
be done by the choir, or by others, then a 
great deal has been lost. According to the 
scriptural. pattern, the choir is to lead in 
worship. 


Gerber: I have been involved in the music: 


ministry of six different churches since my 
graduation from Bible College. What I would 
do in one church simply wouldn’t work in 
another. Several churches have chosen not to 
use a choir, while in others the choir plays a 
very important role. Some churches are 
blessed with much musical talent, others not 
so blessed. 

Horner: Each church must find the will of 
God for itself in this area. For some, the entire 
congregation fills the role of a choir and, thus, 
there is very little “special” music needed. 


For others, the choir and special music play a’ 


very strong role. Both can breathe life into a 
service if its participants minister in the 
Spirit. 1 would encourage pastors to use the 
musically gifted people in their congregation 


just as they allow people with other spiritual 
gifts to function. 


WHAT OLD HYMNS ARE ESPECIALLY 
MEANINGFUL IN CONGREGATIONAL 
SINGING TODAY? 

Gerber: “My Jesus, I Love Thee,” “Blessed 
Assurance,’ or “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” Many of the old hymns were written 
during crucial times in world history. They 
spoke of courage, faith and power. We are 
living in a very crucial time, today, and we 
need to hear, as well, songs of faith, courage 
and power. 

Wold: | think there is a re-discovery, in many 
circles, of the value and significance of 
hymns. Singing of hymns can become empty 
tradition rather than the vital, life-effecting 
experience it needs to be. There is something 
particularly edifying in expressing oneself to 
God in the solid, majestic, objective setting of 
a hymn. And where the doctrine is sound and 
the music is worthy, hymn singing is a 
uniquely fulfilling ingredient in our corpo- 
rate life. Hymns that continue to enjoy wide 
appreciation include, as well: “Holy, Holy, 
Holy,” “Fairest, Lord Jesus,” “A Mighty For- 
tress Is Our God,” and “All Creatures of our 
God and King.” 


WHAT EFFECT HAS RELIGIOUS FOLK OR 
GOSPEL ROCK HAD ON OUR YOUNG 
PEOPLE? 
Horner: Religious folk and some forms of 
Gospel rock are what a great percentage of 
the young people of our day relate to and 
understand. Many of the new musicals which 
congregations of all ages and backgrounds 
are enjoying are using both the folk style and 
soft rock. They are inspiring and lifting and 
are used of God to draw young people to 
Himself. I feel, personally, that “hard” rock 
Gospel music has a very limited range of 
ministry. 
Wold: I’m convinced that real sensitivity 
needs to be exercised with regard to the type 
of music referred to here. Without question, 
the music that has as its basic form hard- 
driving rhythm and that is highly electronic 
to the point of actually becoming physically 
harmful, has the potential to influence, to an 
almost unbelievable degree, the minds and 
emotions of the listener. When coupled with 
lyrics that espouse immorality, apathy, vio- | 
lence or any other destructive world-doc- 
trine, you soon realize how much is at stake 
in our attitude toward it. Many of the same 
negative values toward authority, lifestyle, 
etc., can be communicated through more 
‘“mellow-sounding” music, such as some of 
the folk songs of the sixties. 

However, to conclude that all music of 
either folk or rock style (Cont. on page 10) 
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Four musicians, who have 
participated in the various 
areas of the ministry of 
music in Foursquare 
churches, share their 
viewpoints with ADVANCE. 


a 


JUDITH ANDERSON, 
Assistant Minister of Music, 
Moline, Ill. Gospel Temple. 


CAROL GERBER, Organist, 
Angelus Temple. 


FRED HORNER, Pastor, 
Monterey Park, Ca. 
Foursquare Church, 


JOHN WOLD, Associate 
Pastor, First Foursquare 
Church of Van Nuys, Ca. 


Ohio is the starting point for the Eastern 
District of Foursquare Churches. The District 
territory includes all states northeast of Ohio 
and into the Province of Ontario, Canada. 
This portion of the U.S. is filled with an 
historical background of government and 
discovery. It is also the area in America 
where cross-cultural existence actually be- 
gan, and it continues to remain a vital part of 
the environment that makes this area a strong 
cause to preach the Foursquare Gospel. 

The Eastern District was formed in 1944. 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard W. Clark are the pres- 
ent Supervisors and have been actively en- 
gaged in ministry in this territory since 1941 
when they graduated from L.I.F.E. Bible Col- 
lege. At this time they accepted the challenge 
to “go east’, leaving the state of California 
where they were both raised. Dr. Clark had 
moved with his parents from Canada when 
yet a small boy. 

New church bodies of Foursquare life are 
being formed each year. The erection of new 
church buildings to replace old structures or 
buildings that are too small for the church 
growth which is being experienced, is taking 
place. Congregations have responded to the 
present day revival and spirit of evangelism 
that is being felt across the nation. 

The ministerial body of the District is made 
up of both youthful and older ministers. This 
fine blend of experience, vision and desire 
provides leadership and direction to move 
with the directives of God’s Holy Spirit. 


Located within the District territory is 
Mount Vernon Bible College where many of 
the District pastors received their Bible train- 
ing. Also within the District boundaries is the 
United States Capitol. Several miles away 
from this seat of government are located two 
Foursquare churches, one to serve the Span- 
ish speaking people and the other for the 
English speaking believers. From both con- 
gregations, men and women engage in gov- 
ernment life through various professions and 
occupations. 

Radio, television and the news media are a 
part of the ministry of the churches. Pastor 
David Wing of Pottsville, Pennsylvania re- 
ports that his 90-second Casual Comments 
radio broadcast, which is aired twice daily in 
this mountain section of Pennsylvania, has 
caused people of all nationalities and re- 
ligious faiths to give attention to the Gospel 
truths which are aired through this out-reach 
ministry. 

In the Cleveland-Amherst area of North- 
east Ohio, women’s ministries are experienc- 
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Foursquare Churches Gain 
Ground Where North 
American History Was 
First Made. 


ing a new beginning. Mmes Robert Hils and 
Eugene Kurtz are holding monthly group 
gatherings with a continual increase in atten- 
dance realized. 

Child evangelism has been a strong minis- 
try among the Foursquare churches of the 
District. District Sunday School Coordinator, 
Mrs. Clifton Hoffman, has specialized in this 
area of ministry for many years and makes 
available children’s Bible materials to chil- 
dren’s workers. Teacher training for neigh- 
borhood Bible classes are also available in 
the Ohio area. 

The United Foursquare Women’s Organi- 
zation is a strong segment of the District 
church ministry and includes ministry both 
to the individual communities and district 
endeavors, as well as help and assistance to 
our Bible College in Mount Vernon, Ohio. 


1. Summer 
outdoor services 
Freder 
Foursquare Cl 
York, Pa, Fot 
Church; 3. Dr. c 
Howard VU 
District Super\ 
Rev. Don Powe 
and Supervisor § 
Bell Towe 
McPherson, Oh. 
Anniversary, G 
Me. Foursquare 
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The hundreds of women who have united to 


become a mighty demonstration of how the 
“handmaidens of the Lord’ can work to- 
gether to spread the Gospel and bring release 
and relief to seeking hearts, represent all 
walks of life. Farming women from the rural 


areas join with the business and career , 


women to work together in church ministry, 
despite their existence of hundreds of miles 
apart. 


Camp McPherson, the District owned ™ 


camp, is located on 160 acres of beautiful 
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rolling hills and pine trees in the area of 
Ohio’s Mohican State Park. The camp site 
was purchased in 1969 with camp develop- 
ment a perennial operation throughout the 
nine years of camp ministry. The camp now 
provides year ’round ministry with the pre- 
dominate week each year the week of July 4 
when Foursquare people from all sections of 
the District gather to attend the open Camp 
Meeting. During this week, three services are 
held daily with hundreds attending. A sec- 
tion of the camp grounds provides facilities 
for tenting and camper vehicles. Many from 
the neighboring towns come for the day’s 
activities and return to their homes at night. 

Speakers for the Camp Meetings and those 
ministering in the area of music are enlisted 
from across the nation. Reverend Paul Risser, 
pastor of the Florence Avenue Foursquare 
Church in Southern California, will be the 
guest evangelist for the 1978 Camp Meeting 
week, scheduled for July 2-7. Reverend 
Robert Hils, assisted by Mrs. Hils, will serve 
as this year’s Camp Chairman. Children’s 
services are conducted both in the morning 
and evening. Plans are already being dis- 
cussed for the Tenth Anniversary celebration 
of Camp McPherson which will take place in 
1979. 

The past decade of Camp Meeting weeks at 


’ Camp McPherson is a story of miracles of 


salvation, healing and mighty deliverance 
from sin. It has also been a place of ministry 
where pastors have come and discovered 
new ways and inspiration to fulfill God’s 
callings to reach their respective commu- 
nities with the Gospel. 

Complementing the camping ministry of 
Camp McPherson is Evangel Park located in 
Muir, Pennsylvania. Sponsored and operated 
by the Muir Foursquare Church, this camp 
provides facilities for the churches of the 
Pennsylvania-Maryland area and is used for 
Cadet Camp in the summer, and Council of 
Foursquare Men’s and United Foursquare 
Women’s retreats in the fall. The Muir 
church body developed the camp under the 
leadership of Pastor and Mrs. James Houpt, 


| who provide a very large spectrum of Four- 


square ministry to this rural, mountain area 
of villages and towns. 
Each year at the Easter season, the Muir 
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EASTERN DISTRICT OF FOURSQUARE CHURCHES 


Church presents a drama depicting a segment 
of the life of Christ. This visualized ministry, 
which attracts the attention of thousands of 
people, is presented on two evenings in a 
civic auditorium in order to accommodate 
the crowds. Many accept Christ at these 
performances. 

Reports are received each year from the 
District churches of the healing ministry that 
Christ commissioned the New Testament 
Church to proclaim. The following testimony 
of healing experienced by a laywoman of the 
Gardiner, Maine Foursquare Church was re- 
ceived from Pastor Elton Orewiler: 


About a year and a half ago a lady in our church, 
Mrs. Lindwood Drisko, noticed that she was hav- 
ing difficulty seeing out of the corners of her eyes. 
It was hard for her to see to drive at night. An 
appointment was made with her eye doctor who 
sent her to a brain specialist. After a thorough 
examination he suspected a brain tumor and rec- 
ommended hospitalization. 

X-rays showed a large growing tumor in the 
center of her brain. Little or no hope could be 
given for a normal life. She requested that the 
pastor and deacons of the church anoint her with 
oil and pray. This was done. 

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas of 1976 
she underwent 23 cobalt treatments as an outpa- 
tient. The doctor examined her in January of 1977 
and once again recommended surgery or the op- 
tion of total blindness. 

This Christian lady, in her late sixties, refused 
surgery saying, “I am going to trust the Lord to 
care for me the rest of my life.” She returned home 
and began to pick up the threads of her normal 
life. 

When she visited the eye doctor for a checkup 
six months after refusing surgery, he said, “I don’t 
understand this. The tumor should be growing, 
but it is not.” The last visit to the doctor was in 
early November 1977. His report was: “Your eyes 
are fine. I do not need to see you for at least 
another year. The tumor has virtually disap- 
peared.” 

Mrs. Drisko has been married for over 50 years. 
Her husband, an unbeliever for 49 years of their 
marriage, gave his heart to the Lord as a result of 
her illness. This commitment was made before he 
knew she would recover. Last spring they cele- 
brated their 50th Wedding Anniversary, both as 
Christians. Together they enjoy an active ministry 
in the church and community. 


Assisting Supervisor and Mrs. Howard 
Clark in District ministry are the following 
workers: Reverend and Mrs. Walter Branden- 
burg, Directors of Youth; Mrs. Loyd Caudill, 
Secretary; Mrs. Clifton Hoffman, Director of 
Christian Education; Mrs. Eugene Kurtz, 
U.F.W. President; Mr. Clifton Hoffman, 
C.F.M. President; and Reverend and Mrs. 
Charles Foos, Camp McPherson Ground 
Managers. Dr. and Mrs. Howard Clark also 
work with 10 Divisional (Cont. on page 15) 
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By Chaplain 
John R. Meyer, USAF 


heritase: 


Reflections 
on lwojima 


Iwo Jima is a small island about eight miles 
long and about two hours flying distance 
from mainland Japan. It is best known for the 
extreme battles that were fought for its con- 
trol during World War II. 

The Island was given back to Japan after 
the War and at the present time there are only 
a small group of Japanese and American 
servicemen stationed on the Island. 

Every three months, an Air Force Chaplain 
visits this Island and remains there for one 
week. During this time, the Chaplain pro- 
vides worship services and develops a con- 
tinuity of lay led activities that will continue 
on when the Chaplain departs: 

During my first visit to Iwo Jima, I was very 
impressed with the vivid reminders of the 
War which are in evidence everywhere. A 
number of Japanese ships that had been 
sunken remain offshore. Concrete bunkers 
are to be seen all over the Island. Rocks had 
been carved out for hiding, and one can see 
where bullets and large ammunition made 
holes and indentations in the rocks. There is a 
complete system of tunnels and caves from 
one end of the Island to the other. Just re- 
cently they found in one cave the skeletal 
remains of some of the Japanese soldiers. It is 
said that there are probably more to be un- 
covered. 

On the top of the highest hill, Mt. Suri- 
bachi, I stood by the United States Marine 
Memorial. I was there at the 31st Anniversary 
of this memorable experience which took 
place during America’s Bicentennial year. I 
couldn't stand there without being extremely 
thankful for peace, and my thoughts turned 
to those who had given their lives so that we 
can enjoy freedom and peace today. 

It is said that over 4,000 American men and 
over 20,000 Japanese men were killed and 
wounded on Iwo Jima. 

The Commander of our station on the 
Island told me he had received, from the 
Japanese Government, a number of trans- 


(Cont. from page 7) _ is of no value, or is, in 
fact, harmful is shortsighted. The Lord has 
blessed the writing of several Gospel-rock 
musicals that have reached young people by 
the thousands and have been the means of 
bringing them into relationship with the Lord 
Jesus. There continue to be many Spirit-filled 
groups and individuals enjoying wide, minis- 
try success today whose musical form is very 
much a rock and/or folk style. I think the 
important conclusion is that we arrive at 
“balance”. 

Anderson: It is vital to our real effectiveness 
that we carefully analyze the music that we 
are using and make sure it is spiritual in 
content and not just something that we are 
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lated letters written by the Commanding 
General of the Japanese Forces on Iwo Jima 
to his wife, before and during the main bat- 
tles of Iwo Jima. It was an enlightening expe- 
rience to read how this Japanese General 
loved his family and how he apologized to his 
wife for her having to raise the children alone 
so much of the time. He told his son on his 
twentieth birthday to take care of his mother, 
for she had most of the heartache of raising 
the family. 

Before the War, this Japanese General had 
spent 3 years in training in Canada and 3 
years in the United States, followed by 2 
years in China. He felt that they must fight 
until the last man, even though his wife 
pleaded with him to come home alive. The 
last notations on the General’s letters were 
written by a wounded Japanese Sergeant. 
This Sergeant had witnessed the General 
taking his own life, as was the custom. Only 
300 Japanese soldiers and about 50 wounded 
men were thought to be alive at the sur- 
render. One cannot read these letters without 
feeling a sense of deep hurt. What a tragedy 
that nearly 25,000 American and Japanese 
lives should be sacrificed on this Island. 

Then a thought came to me that kept re- 
peating itself. What if the General, while in 
training in Canada and in the United States, 
had found Christ? Surely in six years time he 
must have rubbed shoulders with Christian 
people at some time and possibly many 
times. Did anyone ever tell him about the 
love of God? Did he ever see Christ in any of 
their lives? 

It’s true, we can’t relive those days, but as 
we come to this Memorial Day season, we 
can rededicate ourselves to the principle that 
our men might not have died in vain. Let us 
purpose, then, that Christ will have preemi- 
nence in our lives and that wherever we are 
or whoever we meet, they will come to knaw 
Christ, the Lord of our lives, who is the Prince 
of Peace. (a) 


using to keep up with the trends. A lot of so-- 
called Christian music is ‘‘tearing down” in-- 
stead of “building up.” Instead of affecting 
the spiritual senses (which must be our main 
concern), it is affecting only the physical 
senses. In this age of electronic music, it is a 
strong tendency to focus on sound with the 
message of the song lost. As ministers of 
music, we will fail the Lord if we do not give 
guidance to our young people. One of the 
principles that our Foursquare Organization 
has stood for through the years is the ‘middle 
of the road” position. Perhaps it would be 
well for us to keep this in mind as we select 
music to use in our churches and even for 
personal listening. cy 
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The following letter, composed by Thomas 
Head, gives insight into the hearts of many 
young people serving in the military. 

U.S. Armed Forces 
May 1978 
Dear Church: 

It seems so long ago since | left you to enter the 
military. | have many times thought about your 
deep concern for me and the prayers that you 
offered on my behalf. 

The military is very different from what I ever 
imagined it would be. Life is very regimented from 
morning till night, as would be expected, but there 
is also much freedom in your off duty hours. 

At first I did not know what to do with my free 
time, so I would sit in my barracks and feel sorry 
for myself and be very homesick for you and my 
family. 

This did not last long, though, because I was 
encouraged to become involved in many ac- 
tivities which all seemed very exciting and helped 
to fill the lonely hours. I learned all about smoking 
and drinking and even took a few drugs just to 
make me feel a little better at times, nothing 
serious though, I thought at the time. 

I always had an inner conviction that all of 
these things were wrong and really should not be 
a part of my Christian life. Still, the temptation 
was so great and my resistance seemed so low. I 
longed for someone to help me stand up against 
all of this, but found myself truly alone. 

It seemed as though it really didn’t matter 
anymore; my Christian life was just a part of my 
past. Weeks had gone by since I had received any 


mail from you and months since receiving a 


| 
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package of homemade cookies and clippings of 
church news or the church bulletin. I didn’t feel 
that you truly cared enough to keep in touch, so 
what difference did it make to keep on living a life 
that only brought me ridicule and scorn. Little did 
I know what I was giving up. 

The Lord has been good and sent me new 
friends who are very much concerned with serv- 
ing the Lord and sharing His Good News. These 
friends have churches and family who have kept 
in touch and encouraged them in their faith. I 
know that you would have done the same for me 
had you not been so busy with your activities at 
home. It certainly would be good to hear from you 
if you can find the time to write. I am praying for 
all of you. 

Love, 
Your lonely Serviceman 


ESTATE PLANNING 
When you go to be with the Lord, your gifts 


can continue to work for Him through your 


Will. Generations yet to come will be 
reached and touched with the Gospel be- 
cause you cared and shared. 
For information on “Wills and Estate Plan- 

ning”, write: 

Stewardship & Estate Planning 

1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 


FOURSQUARE CHAPLAINS 
CONTINUE IN MINISTRY 

The Foursquare Denomination is proud of 
its four Chaplains who serve in the United 
States Armed Forces ministering to the spir- 
itual needs of our military personnel. Sta- 
tioned on bases in Georgia, Washington, 
Japan and Germany, a few of their areas of 
ministry include: Preaching and teaching at 
worship services and Bible studies; counsel- 
ing; leadership training; and hospital and 
shipboard visitation. 

Pray for the following Foursquare Chap- 
lains who are involved in this vital ministry: 
NE 


Please inform us of 
your NEW address 


MOVING? 


Send to: 
Mailing Secretary, Foursquare World ADVANCE 
1100 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90026 


It is imperative that we have the OLD and NEW name 
and address in order to process a change. 


OLD ADDRESS 
Name 
Street 
City 


State Zip 


NEW ADDRESS 
Name 
Street 
City 


State 
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_Zip 


Above: Larry G. Sellers, U.S. 
Navy; Willard I. Ghere, U.S. 
Army. Below: John R. Meyer, 
U.S. Air Force; Michael 
Matheny, U.S. Army. 


A ae 
Above: Hong Kong 
youth basketball team 
takes championship in 
recent tournament; 
Pastors of ‘‘Top 
Three” churches in 
missionary giving for 
1977—(left to right) 
Drs. Jack Hayford 
(Van Nuys, Ca.), Allan 
Hamilton (Portland, 
Ore.) and Harold 
Helms (Decatur, IIl.). 


international update 


DATELINE: Latin America 
Venezuela—'‘What a conven- 
tion!’ the people exclaimed as 
they headed to the different areas 
of Venezuela to minister. The 
Foursquare Church of Venezuela 
had celebrated its 25th Anniver- 
sary. Attendance averaged from 
600 to 1,000 people each night. 
Those ministering the Word in- 
cluded: Dr. Nathaniel Van Cleave, 
Reverend and Mrs. Edgar Coombs, 
Reverends Dorothy Buck and 
Loren Edwards (Venezuelan Su- 
pervisor), and special National 
speakers. The Lord not only in- 
spired each delegate along the 
lines of expansion (new works) 
and spiritual growth of the be- 
lievers, but about 40 individuals 
accepted Christ as Savior during 
this time. 


The Foursquare work in this 
country began when Nationals 
from the country of Colombia 
crossed the border and began a 
missionary work. At that time Mis- 
sionaries, Reverend and Mrs. 
Edgar Coombs, were sent as pi- 
oneer pastors and worked there 
11 years. At the convention, Mis- 
sionary Coombs shared with the 
people that often in the early 
years of the work, they would 
stand in front of their church, 
following a service, and view the 
lights of surrounding towns and 
villages on the big mountain 
north of the city and offer prayer 
for those towns and villages. 
Since that time, the towns on the 
mountain, as well as others be- 
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yond, have been reached with 
the Gospel. 


Reverend Dorothy Buck, now 
living in Ventura, California, was a 
guest for the convention. Miss 
Buck was a missionary to Vene- 
zuela for nine years and re- 
joiced with the people over their 
growth. Dr. Van Cleave, former 
missionary, District Supervisor 
and President of L.I.F.E. Bible 
College, represented the Inter- 
national Board of Directors and 
presented the Venezuelan Church 
with a congratulatory letter in- 
scribed on a beautiful plaque. 

One of the highlights of the 
convention took place on Sunday 
afternoon when the convention 
body marched the five blocks to 
the statue of Simon Bolivar, the 
national hero, and placed a 
wreath on his monument. Each 
church had its own banner and 
flag and sang as they marched to 
the monument, accompanied by 
a band. This was a great time of 
witness. 


Colombia—When we think of the 
233,000 new converts that ac- 
cepted Christ in other countries 
this past year, we often think they 
were converted in large meetings 
or campaigns. Occasionally this 
is true, but more often conver- 
sions take place as a neighbor 
or relative share Christ with an- 
other person and they are 
brought into the church. The fol- 
lowing testimony from Mission- 
aries, Reverend and Mrs. John 


Davies, is a typical example of 
this: 

“A grandmother found Christ 
as her Savior, but she had a very 
bad skin disease which the doc- 
tors were unable to cure. After 
prayer, God healed her. Recently 


she had been hemorrhaging 


and was under the care of several 
doctors. Finally she was to be 
tested in one of the best clinics 
in Cali. A few nights before the 
tests, the church agreed to- 
gether, in prayer, for her healing. 
The bleeding stopped. When the 
doctors examined her they could 
find nothing wrong. 

‘AS a result of these healings, 
this family was able to testify to 
their neighbors. When they were 
first converted, the neighbors 
were hostile. Now, having seen 
the healing power of God, their 
response is, ‘We can see that the 
change is real and that God is 
blessing you. We want to hear 
about this Jesus!’ ” 

The Foursquare Gospel meets 
every need of man, whether spir- 
itual, physical, mental or social. 
How grateful we are that Four- 
square missionaries allow God to 
minister through them to meet 
any of these needs as seen by the 
following testimony: . 

A lady had been in and out of a 
mental clinic for some 30 years 
as she was a manic depressive. 
Missionary Jean Firth was taken 
to visit her. On the first visit made 
by Mrs. Firth and another Four- 
square lady, the woman did not 
respond in a friendly manner. She 
laid in her bed in her beautiful 
and expensive home, and cov- 
ered her head with a pillow. As 
they began to read the Word to 
her and tell her how much the 
Lord loved her, she would peek 
out from beneath the pillow. 

Succeeding visits showed little 
response. They continued to pray 
and believe God for her deliv- 
erance, and soon she accepted 
Christ as her Savior. Before long 
she was completely recovered 
and able to communicate and 
fellowship with her family. How 
happy she and her family are that 
God meets every need. There is 
nothing too hard for God! 


Costa Rica—The church was 
packed each night with from 600 
to 700 people at the recent an- 
nual Foursquare convention. 
Missionaries, Reverend and Mrs. 
James Walker, are rejoicing with 
the people over the many won- 
derful things God accomplished 
during this time. Five new minis- 
ters, recent graduates of the Bible 
College, will be helping in the 
ministry. A new semester of Bi- 
ble School has begun and over 
40 are enrolled. The work in 
Costa Rica continues to advance 
for God. 


Guatemala— Missionary Jacque- 
lyn Coppens sends this vic- 
torious report: ‘‘We began 
Classes in the Bible Institute this 
week with over 60 students en- 
rolled. In addition, there are 
around 100 T.E.E. (Theological 
Education by Extension) students 
and we are in the process of 
opening three new T.E.E. Cen- 
ters with the teaching carried on 
by Nationals.” 

This is cause to rejoice, for 
when the number that are trained 
to minister increases, the poten- 
tial of reaching the unsaved, 
likewise, increases. 


DATELINE: Asia 

Korea—A series of Deeper Life 
lectures was presented recently 
to the students of the Korea Four- 
square Bible College. These lec- 
tures were unique in that three 
women, each from a different 
country, participated. They in- 
clude: Mrs. Harold Muetzel, Four- 
square missionary’s wife from the 
United States; Mrs. David Masui, 
Foursquare pastor's wife from 
Hokkaido, Japan; and Miss Chin 
Eh Kim, Foursquare minister from 
Taejon, Korea. Throughout the 
lectures, everyone was aware that 
God's callings reach out to His 
children from all parts of the 
world and bring them together to 
do His work at a specific time 
and place. 

Recently, there has been much 
inter-Asian activity between 
Japan and Korea. The walls of 
hatred and prejudice break 
down quickly when the Spirit of 
God moves on willing hearts. In 


times past, there have been bitter 
feelings between these two 
countries, but God seems to be 
bringing His Asian people to- 
gether and healing former pain 
and hurts. Pray with us as God 
moves in new ways throughout 
the Orient. 

Hong Kong—The Youth Program 
includes five Crusader Fellow- 
ship groups with over 200 young 
people participating. ‘‘The oppor- 
tunity for teens to have real phys- 
ical and social expression is 
greatly lacking,’’ states Mission- 
ary Ron Williams. He further 
adds, ‘‘The church is meeting 
this need through this program.” 
The youth basketball team took 
the championship with an unde- 
feated record in the Christian All- 
Colony Basketball Tournament. 


DATELINE: South Pacific 
New Guinea—Returning to Lae 
from camp to conduct Sunday 
services, Pastor Inagori met his 
brother, Mason. Mason was trav- 
eling to the village (where they 
were raised) because news had 
reached him that their father was 
dying. Inagori writes: ‘‘As we 
talked, | felt the power of God 
healing my father, so | told my 
brother that | would not go with 
him because I knew my father 
was healed. Before | went to bed 
that night | prayed again for his 
healing. As | slept, | dreamed that 
my father was instantly healed. 
Two days later, my elderly father 
made the 170-mile trip to Lae. He 
related to me that the same night 
| dreamed of him, he died, then 
suddenly found himself awake in 
his room. He was made instantly 
well. Praise God for His power!”’ 
Missionary Phillip Franklin re- 
lates the following beautiful story 
of the Lord ministering to a child: 
“The wife of a missionary 
working in New Guinea became 
very ill with cancer. Her husband 
decided to take her to the doctor 
in the main city of Goroka. It was 
quite early the morning they de- 
parted for the city. Their five year 
old son was yet asleep under the 
watchful eye of a missionary 
neighbor. In Goroka, the mission- 
ary’s wife died and was taken 
Home to her heavenly reward. 


“On his return trip from the 
hospital, the father was con- 
cerned about how he would ex- 
plain to his son about his 
mother's death. Upon arriving 
home he was met by his excited, 
happy son. The father was still 
contemplating how he was 
going to inform the boy of his 
mother’s death when the child 
began explaining that Jesus had 
visited him that morning. He 
asked Jesus what He was doing 
and Jesus responded that He had 
come ito let him know that He 
was taking his mother back to 
Heaven with Him. The child 
wanted to go to Heaven, too, but 
Jesus replied, ’Not now’’, and 
then allowed him to see a host of 
beautiful angels. 

“The father was shocked upon 
hearing his son's story. After 
questioning the boy, he realized 
that the vision had been given at 
the exact time of the mother’s 
death. How wonderful is the love 
of God that is concerned about 
the feelings of even the youn- 
gest child.”’ cy 


District Missionary Giving 


District Jan.-Mar. 1978 
Angelus Temple $35,142.81 
Canada 17,992.03 
Eastern U.S. 33,718.59 
Eastern Canada 1,922.06 
Great Lakes 31,633.62 
Midwest 32,427.32 
Northwest 56,892.18 
South Central 11,652.93 
Southeast 12,691.67 
So. California 66,630.77 
Southwest 45,953.12 
Western 31,576.70 
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Above: Korea \ 
Foursquare Bible 
College students whc 
attended Deeper Life’ 
lectures; Dr. and Mrs| 
John Firth, 
missionaries to 
Colombia. 


JONAH the 


unrelenting prophet 


The book of Jonah consists of four chapters 
and a total of forty-eight verses. It is placed in 
the midst of the prophetical books of the 
Bible, even though there is only a small 
utterance of prophecy brought by Jonah. It is 


sq also a book full of history. 


y Reverend Robert Corser 
Pastor, Edinburg, Texas 


Foursquare Church 


open your Bible 


I tothe children of Israel, “. 


The man, Jonah, was a prophet of God sent 
. .according to the 
word of the Lord God of Israel, which he 
spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the 
son of Amittai” (II Ki. 14:25b). 

In chapter one, verse one, the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah, the prophet. This was 
not a new happening. He had heard from the 
Lord on other occasions. The message this 
time was unusual since it was not directed to 
Israel nor was it to be spoken to them. The 
word of the Lord was to be given to Nineveh, 
an enemy of Israel. 

Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian 
Empire and was a great city. Some Bible 
commentators place the population at about 
one-half million. These people were known 
to be violent and cruel. They were feared and 
hated by many. God had seen their wicked- 
ness and was displeased with them (1:12). 


God spoke to Jonah and told him to go and 
perform His bidding as on other occasions. 
Jonah suddenly became an_ unwilling 
prophet. He was aware of God’s mercy, but 
wanted to see Israel’s enemy judged. Jonah 
decided to flee from the presence of the Lord, 
thinking this would make void the call of 
God. Jonah 1:3 states, “Jonah rose up to flee 
unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” 

Jonah could not hide from God for “the 
Lord sent out a great wind into the sea” (1:4) 
which caused the ship to be tossed to and fro. 
The ship and the lives of the people aboard 
were threatened to doom. Jonah, recognizing 
the hand of the Lord in the storm, did not 
want any on board to perish because of his 
disobedience, so he charged the sailors to 
cast him overboard. Jonah confessed, “for I 
know that for my sake this great tempest is 
upon you” (1:12). 

The sailors obeyed Jonah and “cast him 
forth into the sea” (1:15) where God had 
prepared a great fish to swallow him (1:17). In 
the belly of the fish, Jonah began to call upon 
the Lord. He sought God for forgiveness and 
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gave thanks unto Him for His mercy and 
salvation. It was now evident to Jonah that 
the presence of the Lord was not limited to 
time, place, or any other earthly restriction. 

The Lord spoke unto the fish, and at His — 
command it vomited Jonah out upon dry 
land. God then started over where he had first 
begun. The word of the Lord came unto Jonah 
the second time saying, ‘Arise, go unto Nine- 
veh, that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee” (3:2). Jonah then 
headed directly to Nineveh to proclaim the 
message of the Lord. His message, “Yet forty 
days and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (3:4), 
was sounded throughout the community. 
The people, taking heed to the word of the 
prophet sent from God, began to pray. They 
proclaimed a fast from the throne to the 
stable as a show of repentance before God 
(3:7). 

God, hearing their cries and seeing their 
deeds of repentance, extended mercy and 
kindness to the Ninevites and spared them 
(3:10). Jonah became angry because God for- 
gave them and did not mete out His judgment 
as Jonah had prophesied. Jonah did not want 
Israel’s enemy forgiven; he wanted her de- 
stroyed. Since this did not happen, Jonah 
wanted to die. God asked him the question, 
“Doest thou well to be angry?” (4:4). 

Then Jonah went outside the city to wait. 
God provided a shade from the sun for him in 
allowing a gourd to grow in a night, and it 
pleased Jonah. The next morning the gourd 
was destroyed. Jonah had realized the value 
of the gourd even though he did nothing to 
cause its appearance or vanishment. As 
Jonah had compassion on the gourd, even so 
God had compassion on the repentant souls 
of Nineveh. 

Christ referred to Jonah in speaking of His 
burial and resurrection (Matt. 12:39, 40; 16:4; 
Luke 11:29). Even so, we may look back to 
Jonah’s experience with reflection for life 
today. 

The Lord spoke to Jonah and He is speak- 
ing to us. Jonah didn’t always listen, and 
sometimes we fail to listen, but God’s grace 
and mercy bring His Word to speak again and 
again. Jonah’s life shows that there is no other 
course to follow than God’s, but the choice is 


ours. cy 


current 


events comments 


While many churchmen surrender to the 
highly questionable cliche, “You can’t legis- 
late morality,” some courts seem dedicated to 
licensing immorality. A rash of incredible 
court decisions in recent months reflects 
modern America’s growing moral softness. 
Magistrates seem determined to endorse cur- 
rent social standards and practices. If enough 
people adopt previously unacceptable life 
styles, those abominations evidently become 
kosher. The logical consequence would be to 
legalize shoplifting, robbery, rape, murder, 
mayhem, and drunk driving when enough 
rebels against laws prohibiting the same, exer- 
cise their inclinations. 

Speaking of drunk driving, during the sec- 
_ond week of February 1978 national television 
newscasts reported how a judge dismissed a 
charge against a defendant because he ruled 

the man was too intoxicated at the time of 
arrest to know what he was doing when he 
gave consent to a breath analysis test which 
clinched the case against him. The judge left 
standing a charge of running a stop signal! 

Fortunately, higher courts occasionally re- 

verse ridiculous decisions. Again in February 
1978 a 23 year old woman was cleared of a 
charge of contributing to the delinquency of a 
15 year old boy with whom she had sexual 
relations. The New Mexico Court of Appeals 


(Cont. from page 9) Superintendents, a 
Regional Youth Council and a Camp Board in 
carrying out District ministry. 

Supervisor Clark shares the goals for the 
Eastern District of Foursquare Churches in 
the following remarks: 

“Tt is our goal to cause the people of our 
church bodies to have a vision of their poten- 
tial as children of God and heirs to the 
Kingdom. When we talk to sinners about 
their souls and the hope of a new life, we 
want them to see their potential, also, as 
children of God when they respond to His 
provision. 

“We further want the children of God to 
see themselves as great conquerors and man- 

ifestors of divine power. In God’s healing 
ministry, we want the sick and afflicted to see 
themselves as healed and delivered. 

_ “When we are ministering to the masses, 
_we want each individual present to feel that 
he (she) is separate in the eyes of the Lord.” 
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ruled that ‘‘a consensual act of sexual inter- 
course engaged in by a young man is nothing 
more than sex education essential and neces- 
sary in his growth toward maturity and subse- 
quent domestic family life.” Judge Lewis Sutin 
dismissed the woman’s participation as nei- 
ther illicit nor illegal, stating, ‘The Legislature 
abolished fornication as a crime. In doing so it 
cast aside the ancient religious doctrines that 
forbid such practices. It recognized, as a mat- 
ter of public policy, that this conduct did not 
violate the mores of the 20th century.” 

Of course, sin is still sin in God’s eyes even 
when courts and legislatures rule it is not a 
crime. But some jurists remain who refuse to 
evacuate such sins of their criminality. Within 
the week of Judge Sutin’s decision, the New 
Mexico Supreme Court reversed the lower 
court’s decision and reinstated the indictment 
against the accused. Nevertheless, the fact 
that a high court of appeals in an American 
state could equate such illicit relationships 
with normal, necessary “sex education” af- 
fords grounds for alarm. 

Authorities legislate morality all the time, 
and must do so. The statutes in our law books 
against robbery, fraud, perjury, murder, dope, 
and the like are literally statutes which legis- 
late morality. One of the main purposes of the 
law is to speak to moral issues and enforce 
penalties on lawbreakers. Civil wrongs dare 
not be defended as civil rights. If Christians 
don’t resist the trend, the question posed in 
the title of Karl Menninger’s book, “What Ever 
Became of Sin?’’, may need to be modified to 
ask, “What ever became of crime?’’ Moral 
anarchy threatens to create a society in which 
nothing will remain criminal. | 


letters: 


Prayer for Missionaries 
I really have enjoyed the ADVANCE this 
past year. I read them from cover to cover. 
The October 1977 issue is so helpful to me as I 
pray for each missionary. 
V.M. 


Blessing and Inspiration 

I enjoy my issue each month and marvel in 
the way the Holy Spirit is moving these days 
and changing lives. We attend Moline Gospel 
Temple [Moline, Illinois], and praise our 
Jesus for His loving kindness without end. 
Keep printing the good news of God’s word. 

bs Fe 


I want to thank you very much for sending, 
regularly, your magazine, ADVANCE. Please 
keep on sending it, for it is a source of 
inspiration and blessing for my ministry. 
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INTERNATIONAL FOURSQUARE LOAN FUND 


Help Us Build For God... 


Foursquare World 


ADVANCE 


1100 Glendale Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 


SWE WOULD 


AS A GOOD AND FAITHFUL STEWARD 
OF THE POSSESSIONS ENTRUSTED INTO 
YOUR CARE... 

DO YOU PREFER 


that your money be invested in banks or other savings institutions where it 
used to finance the construction of amusement centers, commercial buildir 
bars, theatres, sports arenas, etc. . . 


OR WOULD YOU LIKE 


for some of your investments to be used for building churches and promoti 
the kingdom of God? 


WHEN YOU OPEN A PASSBOOK SAVINGS 
ACCOUNT IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
FOURSQUARE LOAN FUND 


your money earns dividends for you in a savings plan that has been in exis 
for over 30 years, where the funds deposited are loaned on a 10-year basis 
Foursquare churches for building and expansion. 


your money ig safe (Secured by the International Church of the roursanare 


Gospel) and. available to you when needed. 
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